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January 1, 2023  
 
Dear brothers and sisters,  
 
I pray that this Christmas Season has begun to bring you many joyful blessings to you and 
your loved ones.  
 
As we approach the beginning of the New Year 2023 and the hopeful possibilities of the 
upcoming year, I ask that you join me in praying for peace and goodwill for all the world, 
especially in Ukraine. We also pray for the end of any division in our respective communities.  
 
May the grace and mercy of Christ continue to guide us in all that we do and in who we are. I 
wish you a blessed, happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year 2023! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Most Reverend Daniel E. Garcia Bishop of Monterey 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Jubilee Year 2025 declared by Pope Francis: PILGRIMS OF HOPE 

 

 
Dear Co-Workers in the Lord’s Vineyard of the Diocese of Monterey: 
  
I thought I would pass on some good news the Bishop just shared with me.  It seems that 
even as we work through moments and times of great challenge – even struggle – the 
Pandemic, the fires, the divisions both in civil society and in our Church – the Lord, through 
his Church, never ceases to bring us gifts of great JOY and opportunities for his grace. We 



are just now finishing the Synod Synthesis/Summary for our Diocese and will share our 
diocesan results of listening to the People of God, with both the United States Bishops, 
and with the Holy Father, Pope Francis, as well as with all of you and our parishes. We 
look forward to the Ordinary Synod of Bishops in Rome, 2023 where Bishops and 
some priests and laity from around the world will pray, discern and discuss the results of 
the Worldwide Consultation.  Many are so hopeful for the fruits of this process we have 
gone through. 
  
After the gift of the Synod, and the gifts it will bring, we will move to the Jubilee Year 2025, 
(and its preparatory year in 2024) which Pope Francis has given the theme PILGRIMS OF 
HOPE.  He chose the above logo among many submitted to represent this great Ecclesial 
event that is to come.  What a beautiful theme and opportunity as a Church to focus our 
prayer and be open to new graces from the Lord who continues to give us hope and joy in 
His love.  Positive news and opportunities are wonderful to share! 
  
All the above is certainly a sign that the Holy Spirit continues to desire to renew the 
Church.  Thank you all for your work in the ministry the Bishop has entrusted to you.   Below 
is a link that tells you more about the upcoming Jubilee Year 2025 from America Magazine: 
 
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/02/11/jubilee-year-2025-242374 
 
Wishing you a full measure of His Paschal Joy! 
  
 Deacon David 

 Deacon David R. Ford, Th.M., S.T.L. 
Vice-Chancellor and Director of Pastoral Ministries 
Director of the Diaconate and of Ministry Formation 
Diocese of Monterey 
485 Church Street 
Monterey, CA 93940 
Office:  (831) 373-1335 ext 263 
Cell:     (530) 852-2649 
dford@dioceseofmonterey.org 
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